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personality: the soul has done what it ought to have done,
and there is nothing left to do, or to attain to, or to gain,
This utter absorption is the highest stage of Moksa that
any soul can reach, though, as a rule, it is only gained by
a Yogi.
If a soul reaches the second highest stage (Sarupya)> it is
not indeed absorbed in the Paramatman, but some of the
glory of the Paramatman is reflected in the soul that has
attained, as the glory of the moon is reflected in a clear still
lake.
In the third stage (Samlpyd) the soul is in the immediate
presence of the Paramatman and as near as a nestling child
is to its mother.
In the lowest stage (Salokya) the soul is still in the
neighbourhood of the Paramatman, as a subject moves in the
same realm as his king.
But the common people seem to believe that very often,
without passing through either heaven (Svarga) or hell (Naraka\
the soul is reborn immediately after death.
For -instance, they tell a story of a holy ascetic which is
worth recording, since it also shows the immense importance
of the thought that passes through the mind at the moment
of death.
This ascetic was so very holy, that he was promised that
on his death celestial drums should sound. Most unfortunately,
however, just at the very moment when he was dying, he
spied a particularly fine fruit on a jujube-tree, and it simply
ruined his mind. Instead of thinking only of spiritual things,
his thoughts were full of the jujube, and he longed for it
with a passion that ill became a man who had renounced
all. Then suddenly he died; but, to the intense chagrin of
his waiting disciples, there were no drums to be heard*
They asked a sage the reason^ and he told them that it
was owing to the inordinate desire of their master for the
jujube fruit The sage thereupon opened a jujube berry and
showed them .a worm. 'Inside that worm', said he, 'is your